Antonio Mylonakis

August 17, 1954 - April 21, 2017

Antonio Mylonakis, 62, of Orlando, passed away April 21, 2017.

In Lieu of Flowers the family requests donations be made in Antonio's name
to:

St. Haralampus Orthodox Church
4905 Simmons Road
Orlando, FL 32812

The below eulogy was given at the funeral by his oldest son, George,XpioTd¢
avéatn!

Thank you all for coming to our humbile little church... my father Tony
contributed a lot to building it and supporting our clergy when they visited, so it
seemed fitting to have the services here in spite of the cramped quarters.

If you knew my father it was hard not to love him. Our family has received
countless calls and messages of condolences, and we are very grateful for
these words of support. Of course you also get some people that call so upset
at the news that they are looking for comfort from us... The CEO of Dollar
Tree was almost inconsolable.



But that is understandable, and everyone handles grief differently... some
people call the phones of their departed loved ones just to hear the sound of
their voice on the voicemail message... of course if you call my Dad’s cell
phone to listen to his message you hear Lionel Richey sing, "Hello? Is it me
you’re looking for?" ...typical Tony.

My father loved being right. The last thing he said to me as | was walking out
the door last Monday was “George, take care of your mother” — and | said
“Geez, Dad, I'd like to think | would see you again" and then he kind of didn’t
say anything, because, as usual, he knew he was right. But as we heard
Father say, our faith tells that we will be reunited in the common
resurrection... so | was right too.

Officially he died on 4/21 at the hospital, but in reality he took his last breath
the day before at his home on one of his favorite holidays, and the miracles of
modern medicine kept his heart beating just long enough for us to say one last
goodbye. Either way it is a great blessing to repose during Bright Week, which
is the week that follows Pascha (or Easter), when the joy of the Resurrection
is shining its brightest. While God doesn't often speak to us in a booming
voice from the clouds anymore, he sends us little comforts like that which can
be overlooked or shrugged off as coincidence if we are not listening for Him.

His mother Argyetta reposed on the eve of Palm Sunday which is also a great
blessing. | remember the priest at her funeral started his sermon by saying “I
don’t often remark about a casket” but hers portrayed the Last Supper, and
she was “coincidentally” buried on Holy Thursday.

While my father's casket is very simple, since as he would say, he was a no
frills kind of guy, you may notice the back window of his hearse simply says
“Good Life” ...and for my Dad, | think nothing could be more accurate.



He truly led a good life, and lived it to the fullest. He also provided a great life
to our family. We had an amazing childhood filled with cross country trips and
camp outs, and my father was very proud that for the majority of our childhood
he worked mostly from home, which allowed him to never miss a sports game
or school play, which he told us many times... because as you may know he
tended to repeat himself, he tended to repeat himself, he tended to repeat
himself.

Then when he had his big accident 12 years ago, and we thought we were
going to lose him. We all prayed and prayed that God would give us just a little
more time with him, and thankfully He did. Tony called this his “bonus time”
and to say he made the most of it is an understatement to say the least.

While he gave us great memories BC (or before crash), he made sure that the
memories he has given us since then are so colorful and vivid that they are
impossible to ever forget. We sometimes joked with him about the way he
spoke, and wrote on Facebook, about love and God in a way that sometime
seemed a little cheesy to us then, but going back and reading his words, it is
hard to believe what an amazing gift he left us, and his words provide a great
comfort now... He was always ahead of his time, as he liked to say. If you go
on his Facebook and scroll past all the Trump and Putin posts, | am sure you
will see what | mean.

During his bonus time, we got to enjoy so many extra birthdays and
anniversaries, and of course he got to see engagements, and weddings, and
grandchildren... and while he made more life-long friends in 62 years than
most people make in a hundred, as evidenced by the many people that
traveled from near and far on short notice to be here today, something that
stood out to me are the friendships he made and impressions he has left with
people that have only known him in recent years. For his family and long-time



friends, the 12 extra years God gave us with Tony means we got to enjoy him
for that much longer, but for those of you that have only known him during the
last 12 years, you should know that God put him in your life during this time
for a reason... and | am willing to bet he was a source of good for you.

Thankfully the church gives us comfort when we lose a good person from our
lives, which you can see here in our little chapel if you look around and see all
the saints on the walls. While we venerate them, we don’t worship them,
because they were men and women just like us, but they strove to do good,
and so we look to them as an example, but we also call them intercessors...
we ask them to pray to God for us. So all of us now have a new intercessor in
heaven that we can ask to pray to God on our behalf, and I'm sure Tony will
be happy to oblige. Because while he may not have been a saint in the
traditional sense of the word, | know there is no one who could have borne his
cross as gracefully as he did. He was such a happy person and full of life,
especially in the last 12 years, and while he loved his bonus time, it was
without a doubt the hardest 12 years of his life.

Having gone through such a traumatic accident, his body had various forms of
chronic pain and for a time his speech was impacted, which had been one of
his proudest talents. He equated it to a concert pianist losing his fingers. It
was hard for him to go from being the smartest guy in the room, to feeling like
he wasn’t anymore, even though he usually still was. But one stark illustration
for me was when he casually told me about his tinnitus, which is a constant
ringing in his hears, and at that point he had been dealing with it for years.
Can you imagine having to listen to a constant ringing, and still have to be
able to think and go on with your day? My wife can’t even listen to me crunch
a few potato chips without going crazy... | can’t imagine how something like
that would wear on you.

We made light of the fact that he would always say things like “you have no



idea" and "you just don’t understand,” but | think few of us really understood or
could truly appreciate the kind of suffering he had on an ongoing basis.
Because while he might say something about it, he would always go back to
his joking, happy self, or brush it off and say “ya, ya, | got issues” and move
on with enjoying the things in life that he could.

The church refers to death as a repose, or a rest, and just as he said of his
mother after she reposed from lung cancer, the church too tells us: “he is ok
now.” Now we are the ones that have to be strong and carry on until it is our
turn to take our rest.

On the back of the memorial cards is a verse from the Paschal Homily of Saint
John Chrysostom that seemed appropriate and comforting and | would like to
close with those words:

Let no one fear death, for the Saviour's death has set us free.

He that was taken by death has annihilated it!

He descended into Hades and took Hades captive!

He embittered it when it tasted His flesh! And anticipating this, Isaiah
exclaimed: "Hades was embittered when it encountered Thee in the lower
regions".

It was embittered, for it was abolished!

It was embittered, for it was mocked!

It was embittered, for it was purged!

It was embittered, for it was despoiled!

It was embittered, for it was bound in chains!

It took a body and came upon God!

It took earth and encountered Heaven!

It took what it saw, but crumbled before what it had not seen!

O death, where is thy sting?

O Hades, where is thy victory?



Christ is risen, and you are overthrown!

Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen!

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice!

Christ is risen, and life reigns!

Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb!

For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the first-fruits of them that
have slept.

To Him be glory and might unto the ages of ages. Amen.



Cemetery Details

Greenwood Cemetery

1603 Greenwood Street
Orlando, FL 32801



Tribute Wall

The 40 day Memorial service for Tony Mylonakis will be held on

Saturday June 3rd at 3pm at St. Haralampus Orthodox Church,
4905 Simmons Rd in Orlando.

George Mylonakis - May 17, 2017 at 03:55 PM

From Brian Shotland and your TQL family

purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Antonio Mylonakis.

From Brian Shotland and your TQL family - April 24, 2017 at
04:57 PM

As a member of "Mayberry" my fondest memories of Tony are
standing around the burn barrel and reflecting on our lives. He went
too soon, the world is lesser now for need of our Tony. Rest in
peace my friend, we shall keep you in our hearts forever.

alan - April 24, 2017 at 02:29 PM

George, I'm so sorry for your loss. Your dad loved you a lot &

showed it at the Cub Scout meetings & his involvement. | know you
will miss him. You all will be in my prayers.

Kathy Estes - April 24, 2017 at 02:26 PM


https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

l#Laura
Fluker

George, please accept my sincere condolences for the untimely and
sorrowful loss of your father. My thoughts and prayers are with you
and your family today. Much love. Aunt Lou.

Aunt Lou - April 24, 2017 at 11:03 AM

Tony and | led Cub Scout Pack 183 together from 1993 to 1997.
During that time the pack grew from 44 boys to over 140! Even
though he did so much for so many in the community during those
years, the reason he did it was out of love for his family. Tony will
always live on in our hearts!

Ed Fluker - April 24, 2017 at 08:41 AM

I will never forget the tragedy that he fought through. He beat the
odds. It was an honor to be his nurse and even more, his friend. My
heart breaks for you all. Joy, you're an angel and I'm lucky to know
you and you're amazing family. My prayers to all of you. | wish |
could be there today. Know that my heart is there. Love and prayers
to you all.

Always,

Michelle Michaud

Michelle Michaud - April 24, 2017 at 03:58 AM

Tony was such a big part of our Cub Scouting family for years. To
this day | never hear the word "agenda" without hearing his voice
saying "a-Yend-a". Silly thing to remember. He was a wonderful
man. Deepest condolences to his family.

Laura Fluker - April 23, 2017 at 07:33 PM



This "silly thing" is one of my favorite memores shared by anyone so
far. Thank you very much, Mrs. Fluker.

George Mylonakis - April 26, 2017 at 07:32 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Antonio Mylonakis.

April 23, 2017 at 10:44 AM

Our deepest sympathy to Joy and all of the family. George, Nick and
Andrea.
He will be missed. We loved him so much.

Love Koumbari
Krysta & Andrea

krysta Fyntrilakis - April 22, 2017 at 11:06 PM
Marc, Kay and Cassidy Mylonakis purchased the

Magnificent Life Spray for the family of Antonio
Mylonakis.

Marc, Kay and Cassidy Mylonakis - April 22, 2017 at 07:12 PM


https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the
family of Antonio Mylonakis.

April 22, 2017 at 11:34 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mary Rock - April 22, 2017 at 09:00 AM

Such an awesome picture and family.

Dana Lyons - April 22, 2017 at 05:23 PM

Great family picture. He loved his family so much.

krysta Fyntrilakis - April 22, 2017 at 11:08 PM

He was what every man should aspire to be, a loving husband, father,
grandfather and a true friend to so many as well. Tony, you will be
missed by so many who's lives you have touched while on this earth.
May you Rest In Peace old friend.

Robert Schmoll - April 23, 2017 at 02:47 PM


https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My brother in law loved his wife and family I
above all else. They gave him great joy and

he was proud of each and every one. You will |
be missed Tony. “

Mary Rock - April 22, 2017 at 08:59 AM

George Mylonakis - April 22, 2017 at 05:12 AM

Sis and family purchased the Sentiments of Sere
nity Spray for the family of Antonio Mylonakis.

Sis and family - April 21, 2017 at 05:39 PM


https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

