Dorothea Wilma Baker

May 27, 1946 - July 23, 2024

Dotti was everyone's "Angel".
If you needed help, she was always there; Not like a friend,
More like a "Fairy Godmother" to look over you.

Dorothea (Dotti) Wilma Baker, was born on May 27, 1946, in Camden, New
Jersey. She was raised in the town of Bellmawr, in South Jersey.

After graduation from Triton High School, Dotti worked in Philadelphia at the
Jersey Shore, and in Wildwood for several years. She was always working to
make enough money to pay for her 1954 Ford and an education. Dotti then
traveled to the Midwest for her college years at Southern lllinois University.

This is where she met her husband, Richard Baker. They married, on
December 22, 1967, in Chicago where they lived, about a block from Lake
Michigan. They had one son, Bradley.

A new job opportunity led them to Minneapolis where Dotti got her BA degree
in Education, with distinction, from the University of Minnesota. She loved her
work as a Community Organizer, (like Obama) helping a community in
Minneapolis. The community published a story about her, praising her
successful efforts to help the residents and improve their area.



Always looking for ways to help others, Dotti volunteered with a French
organization, “Little Brothers, Flowers Before Bread,” that helped the elderly,
in both Chicago and Minneapolis. She was everyone’s “Angel.” If you needed
help, she was always there; not like a friend, more like a “Fairy Godmother,” to
look over you.

Dotti and Richard owned and managed a successful deli/catering business.
After three years of hard work they sold the deli. Looking for adventure, and a
new place to call home that wasn’t 40 degrees below zero, they bought a
motorhome and traveled across the U.S.A. for a year. Dotti loved their time
spent in Key West, Florida, next to the ocean. Wanting to be near their son,
and Dotti’s relatives; and lived in Los Angeles for 18 years.

While there, Dotti worked as a legal assistant for the Vons/Safeway chain of
groceries at their main headquarters. She handled food product inquiries and
instructed the company’s staff Deli managers of proper food handling, and
sanitation measures.

When they retired, after traveling in Florida and the Caribbean, looking for a
new place to live. The Bakers ended up in Orlando to be near the rest of the
Baker family: rich’s mom (Dhoya,)and dad (Clyde,) sisters (Donna and Laura.)
Dotti never had an opportunity to be like an actor on stage, till she got a part-
time job as an Educator, talking to hundreds about all the creatures at
SeaWorld, Orlando. She did a great job and Rich was impressed.

Dotti enjoyed going on transatlantic cruises, and traveling to new and favorite
places in the U.S., Mexico, Caribbean, Polynesia and Europe. Being
resourceful she found rental apartments for a month in NYC, Paris, French
Riviera, Berlin, and Budapest. NYC, Paris and the Rivera were always her
favorites.



After a couple serious surgeries and learning of Dotti’'s Alzheimer’s Disease,
they decided it was time to move into an independent living facility, with health
care; Orlando Lutheran Towers, in downtown Orlando, where Richard’s
mother and father lived in their later years.



Tribute Wall

EDDIE FQY Ill, from Screen Gem's pictures
wrote a letter to Dotti Baker’s boss, Mr. Hibbs, and this is
what he said about her.. on pg 2 (1966)

“Mr. Hibbs, | must extend a compliment to you... | feel that of all the
universities | visited, the arrangements that you had set up for the
auditioning players and me was so topflight, that it has made a
lasting impression.

| felt a genuine warmth and excitement and much of this was
stimulated by Dottie Dent. In my opinion, she is first of all & lovely
lady and a wonderful hostess.

She is also one of the most excellent assistants | have ever seen. |
was quite proud in that many of the students who did not know her,
thought that she was accompanying me on the trip.

If Dottie, some time in the near future, plans on visiting California,
please tell her that my office will do everything in its power to make
her stay most comfortable, and will try to arrange for anything she
wishes to see while here. You've got a wonderful girl there and if
she ever decides to leave and head this way professionally, please
alert me to that also.” - Eddie Foy Il

richard baker - August 03, 2024 at 12:58 AM



A very nice published letter from the community

that Dotti helped when she was

a "community organizer," for the

MCDA, Minneapolis Community Development Agency
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Thanks to Dotti Baker

The Hawthorne Area Community Council would like to express our
deep appreciation to Dotti Baker, former MCDA staff person
assigned to our neighbourhood, for her three years of dedicated
service.

To many of us Dotti was more than just an MCDA staff person, she
was our friend. Many of the improvements in our community are the
result of Dotti's persistent efforts. By always going that extra step,
she helped many residents to improve their homes and unravel the
red tape that seems to come with government programs.

The residents of Hawthorne have never considered Dotti a nine to
five worker. When there was work to be done, Dotti was there.

Although Dotti has become a victim of Reaganomics and has been
laid off from the MCDA as our staff person, she will always remain a
friend to Hawthorne. In what ever she does in the future we wish her
the best and know that she will succeed. Dotti Baker will be missed,
but not forgotten.

From all your friends at Hawthorne

richard baker - August 01, 2024 at 09:40 AM



26 files added to the album DOTTI'S PHOTOS

richard baker - July 26, 2024 at 07:57 PM



