Robert Leland Murrah, Sr.

November 8, 1930 - July 10, 2016

MURRAH, ROBERT LELAND of Orlando, 85, passed away on July 10, 2016.
He was born in Columbus, Ga., on November 8, 1930. His family relocated to
Florida to join his father, who had come here after WWII with four brothers to
pursue their professional careers. Bob attended Admiral Farragut Academy
Preparatory School and graduated from Orlando High School in 1948. He
then attended Oxford College, Emory University and the University of Georgia
with a two-year military stint in between. He earned his BBA Degree with a
major in Personnel Management and a double minor in Psychology and
Accounting.

While at Emory, he immersed himself in campus life. He was an active
member of Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, serving as a President and earning
the ATO Key. Bob was a feature editor of Campus yearbook.

He met his wife Ann while at Emory and frequently traveled to Gainesuville,
Ga., visiting her at Brenau College. They married in 1952, after dating for two
years.

That same year he entered the Army where he was assigned to Adjutant
General Corp., attached to the Commanding General of the Fifth Army
Headquarters. During his Army career he worked on feasibility studies and
procedures for converting the Army Reserve record-keeping system from



manual to machine accounting. During his military assignment in Chicago,
Bob and Ann’s first child, Frances, was born in July, 1953.

Following the family’s time in Chicago, they moved to Atlanta and Bob began
his 27-year professional career at New York Life Insurance Company in 1954.
He served as supervisor of the Atlanta General Office. Bob and Ann’s son,
Bobby, was born in September, 1957. In December, 1957, Bob was
transferred to Ft. Lauderdale as Assistant Manager to open a new General
Office, and the family moved to Florida. In 1959, he was promoted to the
Atlanta Central Service Office, responsible for all accounting operations for 36
General Offices as well as planning and budget projections for: operations,
personnel training, and general operational supervision. Bob was recognized
as part of the Life Office Management Association and retired from New York
Life in 1981.

Upon retirement he continued an active life in the community and
organizations. He was a member of and served on: The Art Institute of
Atlanta; Executive Committee for fundraising for The Woodruff Arts Center;
Atlanta Opera Guild; Board of Directors of the Brookwood Hills Civic
Association, Atlanta; Shakerag Hunt Club, Atlanta; part of the founding group
of the Atlanta Steeplechase; Vice-President of the Culver Fathers Association,
Culver, Indiana; United Hunts Racing Association, New York; Conyers-
Rockdale Historical Society; Board of Churches’ Homes for Women, Atlanta;
recipient of Cross of Malta for humanitarian service; Board of Advisors Alpha
Tau Omega, Emory chapter; Sons of the Revolution; General Society of the
War of 1812; Colonial Wars and numerous other lineage societies. He was
particularly active in Descendants of the Signers of the Constitution. He was
also active in the Methodist Church in Atlanta, Conyers, and Orlando.

In his later years, Bob helped his son operate his private orthopedic office and
served as a team member of Orlando Health. Although Bob served in many



organizations and had numerous achievements in his life, the most important
issues to him were family, faith, and friends.

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Ann Ralls Freeman Murrah; daughter,
Frances Ralls Murrah Lovett, (W. Britt); son, Dr. Robert Leland Murrah, Jr.,
(Lisa); grandchildren — William Britt Lovett, 1ll, (Melissa), Ann Lovett Elsas,
(Charlie), Robert Hamilton Murrah, Annie Collier Murrah, Will B. Bracey, and
Brad R. Bracey; five great grandchildren — Witt and Davis Lovett, Chase,
Palmer, and Frances Elsas; and sister, Stacy Murrah Moss (Robert). Also, he
is survived by many dear Murrah cousins descended from the five Murrah
brothers who moved here from Georgia in the 1940s.

A service will be held for Bob on July 16, at First United Methodist Church,
142 E. Jackson St., Orlando, at 11:00 AM. A reception will follow in the church
Gathering Space. Interment will be at Greenwood Cemetery after the
reception. Memorial donations may be made to the Music Dept. of First United
Methodist Church. A Community Funeral Home & Sunset Cremations, 910 W.
Michigan St., Orlando, is in charge of arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Greenwood Cemetery

1603 Greenwood Street
Orlando, FL 32801

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUL 16. 11:00 AM (ET)

First United Methodist Church of Orlando
142 East Jackson Street
Orlando, FL 32801



Tribute Wall

What a handsome, funny, endearing, thoughtful soul! | will miss his
presence on this earth. Please know that | am thinking of each and
every one of you during this time. | love you, Sissy

sissy goltra - July 16, 2016 at 04:56 PM

Dear Dr. Murrah & Family we send our heartfelt sympathy for the
loss of your beloved father. It is apparent that your parents provided
you with a solid foundation that helped mold you into the warm,
compassionate man & physician you are today! May the many
wonderful memories you share of your father help you & your family
through the difficult times ahead.

Stuart & Marcia Gerber - July 15, 2016 at 07:22 PM
Love George and Charlotte purchased the Beauti

ful in Blue for the family of Robert Leland Murrah,
Sr..

Love George and Charlotte - July 15, 2016 at 07:45 AM


https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dear Ann, Frances and Bobby,

Bob was such a wonderful man — so kind and caring and a true
gentleman in every way. From the very first time we met him at
Bobby's office, he treated us as special friends. He shall be deeply
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. We are out of
town with our family and cannot be at the funeral. | am so sorry. |
would have liked to have been there to celebrate his wonderful life
and honor his memory. Our deepest sympathy and love, Warren
and Susan Tedder

Susan Tedder - July 14, 2016 at 01:14 PM

Dear Ann, Frances and Bobby,

Bob was such a wonderful man — so kind and caring and a true
gentleman in every way. From the very first time we met him at
Bobby's office, he treated us as special friends. He shall be deeply
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. We are out of
town with our family and cannot be at the funeral. | am so sorry. |
would have liked to have been there to celebrate his wonderful life
and honor his memory. Our deepest sympathy and love, Warren
and Susan Tedder

Warren and Susan Tedder - July 14, 2016 at 01:12 PM



Dear Ann, Frances and Bobby,

Bob was such a wonderful man — so kind and caring and a true
gentleman in every way. From the very first time we met him at
Bobby's office, he treated us as special friends. He shall be deeply
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. We are out of
town with our family and cannot be at the funeral. | am so sorry. |
would have liked to have been there to celebrate his wonderful life
and honor his memory. Our deepest sympathy and love, Warren
and Susan Tedder

Warren and Susan Tedder - July 14, 2016 at 01:11 PM
Noel M.G.White purchased the Sweetest Sunrise

Bouquet for the family of Robert Leland Murrah,
Sr..

Noel M.G.White - July 13, 2016 at 08:10 PM

My memory of Robert Murrah is at our last Signers meeting. He was
wearing a beautiful white suit! What a handsome, charming man
and such a gentleman. | am honored to have known him. Noel
White

Noel White - July 13, 2016 at 07:36 PM


https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Robert Leland Murrah, Sr..

July 13, 2016 at 05:36 PM

Michelle White, Julie & Amber Sessler purchased
the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of
Robert Leland Murrah, Sr..

Michelle White, Julie & Amber Sessler - July 13, 2016 at 05:24
PM

Art, Tom, Lola, Lee and Ruth Cross purchased
the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of
Robert Leland Murrah, Sr..

Art, Tom, Lola, Lee and Ruth Cross - July 13, 2016 at 11:20
AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Robert Leland Murrah, Sr..

July 13, 2016 at 10:38 AM


https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.acommunityfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| think they broke the mold after Bob- what a gentleman and a
scholar he was. So kind. When | moved into the neighborhood, he
and Ann welcomed me with open armed-Southern hospitality.
Sometimes people come into our lives and we know right away they
were meant to be there. Having lost both my parents, | feel this way
about Bob and Ann. | consider myself fortunate to have known him,
even if only for a short while by comparison. My deepest
condolences to the family. For Bob’s loved ones, there’s now a hole
that will never be completely filled, but will be lessened in time by
our faith that Bob has shaken off this vulnerable mortal coil and his
spirit has returned home and he is at peace.-- Lisa Stokes

lisa stokes - July 13, 2016 at 09:31 AM

When | worked at the Lincoln dealership a highlight of my day would be
when Bob and Ann came in. | truly loved these two people. My heart
goes out to Ann and her children. | was blessed to have also met
Frances or Pumpkin as | knew her. My heart and my prayers to all of
you. He will truly be missed. Judy Lukens

Judy Lukens - July 14, 2016 at 02:41 PM



