Reverend Roland S. Nadeau
M.S.

February 10, 1944 - September 14, 2023

Rev. Roland S. Nadeau, age 79, of the Missionaries of Our Lady of La Salette,
died September 14, 2023, at Orlando Regional Medical Center in Orlando,
Florida.

He was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts on February 10, 1944, to Rene
Nadeau and Christine (Soucy) Nadeau. He attended Notre Dame Parochial
Grammar School; high school at the La Salette Seminary in Enfield, New
Hampshire; and college at the La Salette Seminary in East Brewster, MA. In
1963, he entered the La Salette Novitiate in Center Harbor, NH, making his
First Religious Profession as a La Salette Missionary 1964 and his Perpetual
Profession in 1967.

He was ordained to the priesthood on September 3, 1967 in Pawtucket, RI.
Father continued his education, receiving a B.A. and B.Ph. in 1966 from the
University of Ottawa; an S.T.B. in 1969 from St. Paul University; a B.Th. in
1969 from the University of Ottawa; and a Doctor of Humanities Degree
“‘Honoris Causam” in the Philippines in 2002.

Father Nadeau served on many committees, task forces and local councils.
He ministered in Worcester, MA for Outreach Service and in 1973, he was
assigned to the Center for Christian Living in Attleboro, MA, where, in addition
to his ministry, he served his community on several committees. In 1977, he



moved to Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in Ontario, Canada as Co-Pastor.

In 1982, Father was elected as Provincial Vicar and ministered at the La
Salette Shrine in Attleboro, MA. In 1986, he was assigned to the La Salette
Shrine in Enfield, NH, where he ministered at Mary Hitchcock Hospital in
Hanover, NH, continuing on as a full-time Chaplain at the hospital in 1987. In
that year, he was also appointed as Provincial Secretary. In 2000, he was
elected Vicar General and served his Congregation with his Council in Rome,
Italy. Upon the completion of his term, he was named as Pastor of Blessed
Trinity Parish in Orlando, Florida in 2006. Father was again elected as
Provincial Vicar in 2021. He remained at Blessed Trinity Parish until his death
in 2023.

In the Florida Catholic in 2019, Father Nadeau stated that he entered the
priesthood because he was “attracted by the role models” that the priests
provided. “The role of a priest makes for a much-trusted companion, a
confessor.” The article went on, ‘Father Nadeau’s motivation is his ability to
help others in the Catholic faith. Assisting with the sacraments, especially
“‘marrying the young adults”, allows him to practice his devotion to the Lord by
bringing Catholics together in Christ. Another way Father Nadeau helps is by
giving advice that encourages young men to begin the process of priesthood,

“root your decision-making in prayer”; “the integrity of a priest has got to be a
solid rock for any person considering the priesthood”.

Father Roland was loved, and admired by many of his brothers in community,
and the people that he befriended on a very personal basis, and there were
many. As a friend, he was quick to make you feel at ease and at home; his
smile and laughter were infectious; he was a gentle listener, and open to
helping with advice when asked. He made friends not only through his
ministry, but also on the ski slopes, the tennis court, the skating rink, on the
biking trail and around the table. Roland loved to sing and was a member of



the LS/OMI vocal group, the AMEN, animating Spirit-filled liturgies at the
University of Ottawa and touring Canada and US venues.

Father Nadeau is survived by his sisters, Rita (Lewis) Overbaugh and
Claudette (Forrest) Manning, both of W. Peabody, MA.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be concelebrated at Blessed Trinity Parish in
Orlando, Florida, on Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 11:00 AM. The wake
will be held at Blessed Trinity Parish on Tuesday, September 19, 2023, from
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.

A funeral Mass will also be held at the Shrine Church of the National Shrine of
Our Lady of La Salette in Attleboro, Massachusetts on Saturday, September
23, 2023 at 10:00 AM. The wake will be held in the Shrine Church on Friday,
September 22, 2023 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM, followed by burial in the La
Salette Cemetery in Enfield, New Hampshire.



Previous Events

Wake

SEP 19. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
4545 Anderson Road
Orlando, FL 32812

Mass of Christian Burial

SEP 20. 11:00 AM (ET)

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
4545 Anderson Road
Orlando, FL 32812



Tribute Wall

One of the best men my family had the privilege of being friends

withp

JJ Pippin - August 25, 2025 at 07:44 AM

| am so saddened to hear of Father Roland passing away. We went
to Blessed Trinity many times over the years when we visited
Orlando. He always made us feel welcome, and we always felt
inspired after one of his sermons. He will be missed dearly.

Guy Skrobul - November 04, 2023 at 03:32 PM

Working with this Motorcycle-Riding, dedicated, wonderful person
@ DHMC for many years was a pleasure. Just so deeply saddened
hearing about his passing. Roland provided such comfort to so
many people on so many levels. Truely a special gift to us all.

Bob Tichner - October 04, 2023 at 05:30 PM

Father Roland had a huge impact on my life while | was a
parishioner at Blessed Trinity! | went to him for some guidance and
he really listened and gave me the best advice I've ever gotten that
impacted my life in the most wonderful way. He was a kind, loving,
caring person and will truly be missed!

Elizabeth Krahmer - September 25, 2023 at 07:24 AM



My condolences to all his familial and religious communities on the
passing of my dear and oldest friend, Roland. We met in church
when we were three years old and have remained steadfast friends
through life. He married us, baptized my children, and was always in
our prayers as I'm sure we were in his. I'm content in knowing Our
Father is welcoming His son Roland into heaven.

Paul and Gail Charlebois

Paul and Gail Charlebois - September 18, 2023 at 12:35 PM

| worked closely with Roland during his years as chaplain at Dartmouth
Hitchcock. He was wonderful with patients and families during times of
stress, sadness and loss. He was always kind, calm, easy going and
friendly, and hundreds ot his fellow DHMC employees remember him
with great fondness. He was fun to be with and had a great sense of
humor.

Jane Stephenson

Jane Stephenson - October 08, 2023 at 02:53 PM

Fr Roland was my mentor when Holy Rosary church in Windsor, ONT
Canada opened in 1978 a Community organiization to assist people in
the neighbourhood. We worked together for those first years and he
became friends with my whole family. We had some very good times
playing cards, visiting Enfield with young people, and just enjoying his
wonderful sense of humour and love for our Lady of La Salette.We got
to visit once when he was in Orlando and enjoyed our time together.
Our family including our son Jason and daughter Erin were so
saddened to hear of his passing. Blessings and condolences to his two
sisters, Rita and Claudette who he often mentioned.

Rest in peace our dear friend,

Marina & Walter Clemens

Marina & Walter Clemens - October 09, 2023 at 12:56 PM



